
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

‘The beauty of the world lies in the diversity of its people’ 

 

High quality teaching and learning of Religious Education is pivotal to 

our school community living out our vision of ‘Learning to Love, Loving 

to Learn’: Fostering curiosity about beliefs and practices, promotes 

tolerance, understanding and respect and we aim to provide an 

inspiring and engaging environment to explore this. Communication is 

a key driver of our exploration of people’s beliefs as we promote respectful 

discussion and debate. 

 

Developing an understanding of our own beliefs 

Religious education sessions at St Chad’s aim to allow our pupils space, 

time and opportunities to develop their spirituality and reflect on their 

own beliefs and values. We teach pupils the skills to participate in 

respectful debate and to value the differences between members of our 

community while providing them with opportunities to express 

themselves creatively. We believe it is vital that the children feel heard, 

understood and valued and that we appreciate the effect this can have 

on their mental health. 

The importance of understanding religions and 

worldviews 

An essential part of ‘Learning to Love’ is understanding those who are 

different to ourselves and celebrating these differences. Religious 

education allows pupils to explore their curiosity about religions and 

worldviews that are different to their own and the variation with 

religious views in a safe environment. Through this study, pupils learn 

the key beliefs and practices of many members of our school, local, 

national and global community and endeavours to make them 

ambassadors for a more tolerant and collaborative society. 

 

 

What do we want R.E to look like in St Chad’s? 



Understanding Christianity 

Through our use of Understanding Christianity, children continue to 

gain a broad knowledge of the Bible and its teachings. They learn 

about the daily practises, celebrations and core beliefs of Christians 

while also learning about the differences within Christian beliefs and 

practices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Chad’s Learning 

Cogs 

Using our Learning Cogs within RE 

Community • Focus on celebrating differences 

• All pupils feeling confident to share their views 

and beliefs and knowing they will be 

respected.  

• Visits and visitors. 

Communication • Talking like a Philosopher 

• Knowledge Organisers 

• Sentence stems to support all learners 

• Multi-sensory approach 

Curiosity • All topics based on a Big question 

• Each session based on exploring a key question 

• Opportunities to explore sources and ask 

questions 

Collaboration • Group work as part of our multi-sensory 

approach 

• Use of talk partners  

Creativity • Multi-sensory approach 

• Opportunities to share learning in a range of 

ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we achieve our aims in R.E at St Chad’s? 

Power through the 5Cs of Learning 

Alongside St Chad’s vision of ‘learning to love, 

loving to learn’, St Chad’s 5C’s of learning 

drive the creation of our Curriculum.  Further 

information as to how the 5C’s of learning 

positively support the teaching of RE can be 

identified in the table below. 

 



R.E within the EYFS Curriculum 

The study of RE knowledge and skills begins in EYFS and is built 

sequentially to Year 6. Pupils are introduced to characters that follow 

given religions and develop their understanding through hearing their 

accounts of their faith and practices. They are also given the 

opportunity to explore religious items first hand. 

Children are encouraged to share their reflections and beliefs and these 

are recorded in a class book.  

 

Creating our R.E Curriculum 

Our RE curriculum has been designed using Understanding 

Christianity and the South Glos Agreed Syllabus. Each unit is based on a 

Big Question and these are explored through key questions each session. 

Throughout these units, pupils explore a range of religious and non-

religious worldviews as well as developing their own spirituality. 

 



 

Follow this link to find out more about St Chad’s Rolling Programmes. 

 

Knowledge Organisers 

To support all children in knowing more and remembering more when 

developing their R.E knowledge, knowledge organisers are used within 

lessons.  Knowledge organisers are used to help children strengthen 

schemas within their memory and transfer taught knowledge into the 

long term memory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.stchadsprimaryschool.co.uk/our-rolling-programme/


 

Substantive and Disciplinary knowledge is carefully 

mapped to ensure that knowledge builds and pupils 

have an opportunity to build on their prior 

understanding and apply this through a multi-

disciplinary approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progression in RE 



Three key disciplines are introduced to the children 

through the key characters of Livvi (Social Science), 

Theo (Theology) and Sophie (Philosophy). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

R.E is assessed in a number of different ways to ensure children are 

progressing their understanding of subject-specific knowledge, as well 

key vocabulary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We help pupils to develop their personal spirituality in 

many ways across the school. ‘Let all that you do be done 

in love’ underpins our school vision so we promote 

spirituality through using a loving lens to look in, out 

and up.  

 

 

How is progress assessed in R.E? 

Assessment of 

R.E 

Use of Tapestry as an evidence 

tool to demonstrate children’s 

speaking and listening. 

Pupil conferencing and 

learning walks by the subject 

leader.   

Book scrutinies of children’s 

written work.   

Unit assessments of children’s 

understanding of key 

knowledge.   

Use of retrieval opportunities, 

including the use of Plickers 

to check for understanding of 

taught knowledge and 

vocabulary.   

Termly assessment grids with 

resulting actions planned in.  



 

Opportunities for all pupils to develop spiritually are 

carefully planned into daily life at St Chad’s. 

 

 

Lens 

 

What does this mean? What does this look like? 

Looking in 

 

Taking time to pause and 

reflect.  

Appreciating silence and 

stillness. 

Being present in the 

moment. 

Reflection daily during 

worship.  

Opportunities across the 

curriculum to pause and 

reflect. 

E.g Calm me during PSHE  

Looking out 

 

Looking out to consider 

what is going on beyond 

our own lives.  

Considering what we can 

do to help others.  

Building loving 

relationships. 

Reflection daily during 

worship.  

Carefully planned connected 

curriculum with 

opportunities to explore other 

people lives.  

Opportunities to take action 

to help others through 

charity work etc.  

Daily work to help pupils to 

build positive relationships 

with each other and the 

wider community. 

Looking up 

 

Looking up to appreciate 

what is bigger than 

ourselves.  

This could be a sense of 

awe or a  

feeling of connecting to a 

higher being or beings. 

Reflection daily during 

worship.  

Planned opportunities to 

appreciate the world around 

us.  

E.g. exploring and 

appreciating nature in 

science. 

Spirituality in St Chad’s 


